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After serving your puppy meals next to the crate for two days, begin placing the food just inside the crate. While you can’t adopt a dog online, you can get the process started. Each puppy goes through crate training at a different rate. Continue to do this over the next few days, slightly extending the time the door is closed with each meal. Photo
Courtesy: Artem Beliaikin/Unsplash If they don’t, there are several national sites where you can find rescue puppies in your area. Bring your puppy into the room with you, but don’t force them to go near the crate right away. If you know exactly the kind of puppy you want, you can often narrow your search down with filters, such as age, size, breed
and color. Metal wire crates are popular for in-home crate training. Many organizations also ask for references, and there might be an application fee. They are easy to set up and disassemble, and they are the most secure crate option. Contact the Shelter or Rescue If you find a rescue puppy that interests you, your next step will be to learn more
about what the shelter or rescue requires from adopters. Be sure to avoid forcing your puppy to enter before they are ready, as this can cause them to develop negative associations with the crate. Mealtime in the CrateWhen your puppy seems comfortable being around the crate, begin serving them their meals near it. First, entice them to enter by
leaving a treat or a favorite toy inside the crate and using a command, many people use “crate” or “kennel,” to tell your puppy to enter. Once they finish the meal, open the door to let them exit. This can take as little as one or two days, or as long as a few weeks, depending on your puppy’s temperament. Shelter employees will help you complete
anything else that’s necessary for the adoption process, such as having your current pets come in and meet their potential new sibling. These crates are required for plane travel with a puppy. Pet owners who travel often might want to consider getting a plastic dog crate. After the first time doing this, move the food slightly farther into the crate with
each successive meal. Training your puppy to spend time in their crate takes advantage of a dog’s natural den instinct, providing a safe place for fido to rest and recharge. The goal of this step is simply to begin the process of familiarizing your puppy with the crate. While the time it takes can vary, the process itself is simple.Crate Training PrepBefore
you begin crate training, set up your crate in your home’s living space, with several items inside that are familiar to your puppy. iStock Crate training is a great way to help your new puppy become house trained, acclimate to their new habitat, and establish a consistent routine. Complete an Application When you adopt from a shelter or rescue, you
typically need to fill out an application. Even if you aren’t interested in a specific puppy yet, you may be able to fill out an application and have the staff keep it on file until a puppy you want does become available. You may even find that puppies are available that haven’t yet been listed online. Your puppy will eventually find the treats inside the crate.
It’s a good idea to line the crate with a blanket your puppy likes, and place a few of your puppy’s toys around or within the crate. In addition to browsing, you can fill out applications, ask questions, learn more about available pets and set up appointments with shelters and rescues. In some cases, this may be as easy as clicking on the shelter or
rescue’s website link and reading through the adoption rules. When they are completely in the crate, close the door and leave them alone for 10 minutes, while staying in the same room. Additionally, metal crates are easy to clean and allow you to easily see your puppy when they’re in the crate. When your puppy is able to comfortably go all the way
into the crate to eat, close the crate door while they are eating. Get your puppy used to overnight stays with you close by before moving the crate back to the living area at night. MORE FROM LIFE123.COM Photo Courtesy: M_a y a/E+/Getty Images With so many dogs and puppies in shelters across the United States, adopting a rescue pup is a
rewarding option when you’re ready to add a new pet to your home. Photo Courtesy: mladenbalinovac/E+/Getty Images If a shelter doesn’t have a website or have its rules for adoption laid out online, search to find its contact information on the pet site or by doing a quick Google search. It’s common to provide other details like the number of pets you
already have and your current (or planned) veterinarian’s contact number. This will teach the puppy to associate the crate with food and fun, letting them know that the crate isn’t a frightening or threatening place. Once you find this information, send an email or make a phone call, asking what steps you need to complete next and letting them know
what puppy you’re interested in. Search for Puppies Near You While you may not be able to complete the entire adoption process online, it’s helpful to start your research there and get the ball rolling. Photo Courtesy: Arne Trautmann/EyeEm/Getty Images Some applications are short and take a few minutes, while others are longer and much more
involved. If they show no signs of anxiety, they’'re ready to begin overnight crate stays. Some puppies are completely crate trained in just a few days, while others may take a few months to feel comfortable spending time in their crate. They may also set deadlines about when you need to take the puppy to get its vaccinations and have it spayed or
neutered. After you’ve paid adoption fees and completed any other requirements, you can take your new puppy home. Photo Courtesy: Markus Winkler/Unsplash After you’ve completed your application, met with shelter staff and seen available animals, you may find a puppy you absolutely love. Once your puppy is confident spending time in their
crate without you around, you can begin to leave the house for short periods of time while they’'re crated.Overnight StaysOnce you’ve gotten to this point, your puppy should feel comfortable being crated for short periods of time with you either at home or out of the house. Be sure to follow these guidelines to keep your new friend healthy, and enjoy
your new life together. You'll also want to choose a crate that makes the most sense for your puppy and household. If you're filling out an application with a breed-specific rescue, they might also want to learn more about your previous experience with the breed. You may also have the option to add other specifics like “must be good with other dogs”
or “must be good with kids.” Keep in mind that each site has its own unique filter options. Once your puppy gets more comfortable, you can move the crate back to its preferred location. These include The Shelter Pet Project, Adopt-a-Pet.com, Petfinder and Petango.com. If there’s a rescue group or shelter in your area that you’re familiar with, do a
quick internet search to find out if it has a website. You'll typically need to provide your personal contact information, along with information about where you live and if you rent or own your home. While you’re on these sites, you can enter your location and the distance you’'re willing to travel to get a puppy, such as up to 25 miles or up to 100 miles,
along with other information. As they get more comfortable, leave the room for increasing amounts of time, so your puppy gets used to staying the crate when you’re not in sight. Being close to you at night will help ease any anxiety your puppy may have about an overnight crate stay. Plastic crates can also be preferable to shy or easily frightened
puppies, because their solid sides provide a higher level of privacy.Introduce Your Puppy to The CrateOnce you’ve set up the crate in your living space with a some familiar items inside, introduce your puppy to the crate by placing a few treats around and inside it. Continue this pattern two or three times per day until your puppy approaches the crate
confidently and comfortably. Visit the Shelter or Rescue in Person After you've filled out an application, you'll visit the shelter or rescue in person. Consider placing one of your puppy’s favorite toys in the crate in addition to the treats. The first few overnight stays should be in a space close to you. You can also spend time with the puppy or puppies
that interest you to make sure you’re a good match. If your dog begins to show signs of stress or anxiety, move the food back to a position where they are comfortable, and wait at least a day before moving it farther in. You can almost always fill out the application in person, but many rescues allow you to do it online too. From there, slowly increase
the time your puppy spends in the crate by a few minutes at a time, until they are comfortable spending between 30-40 minutes in the crate at a stretch. This will allow the puppy to become comfortable in a closed crate. Short StaysAfter establishing a routine of eating meals in the closed crate, begin to have your puppy spend short periods of time
enclosed in the crate with you in the room. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET This will help the puppy immediately begin to form positive associations with the crate. When they do, toss a few more inside for them to enjoy. Rescues may want to know if you’re willing to take your new puppy to obedience classes and may have other rules
they’d like you to follow. Many rescues and shelters follow up with you during the first few months to make sure your new pet is a good match. If it does, the staff most likely post pictures and information about puppies that are available for adoption. The staff may go over your application with you and interview you. These days, many shelters and
rescues are placing pictures and information about their adoptable dogs online, where you can browse and see what animals are available before you make a decision. About ten minutes before you go to bed, use a command and a treat to have your puppy enter the crate. At this point, don’t be discouraged if your puppy doesn’t go all the way into the



crate on their own. This may lead you to a social media profile for the shelter, and you can contact someone that way to get a phone number or email address.
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