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The	biological	son	of	a	white	mother	and	a	half-African-American	father,	half-Japanese,	The	Tao	Jones,	known	as	T.J.	lives	with	his	loving,	adopted	white	family	in	Cutter,	Washington.	T.	J's	foster	mother,	Abby,	is	©	an	abusive	child	lawyer,	and	her	adoptive	father,	John	Paul	Jones,	is...	©	a	volunteer	and	ad	litem	of	the	community,	which	is	still	©
haunted	his	youth,	in	which	he	accidentally	killed	a	child	in	a	driving	incident	after	one	night	with	the	mother	of	the	child.	©	One	unhealthy	©	Mr.	physically	impressive	who	refused	to	join	any	sports	team	due	to	his	childhood	history	of	anger	management	issues.	Their	involvement	irritates	much	o	f	the	college,	which	prides	themselves	on	the
physical	achievements	of	their	students,	showing	favoritism	to	their	athletes,	such	as	Mike	Barbour,	a	vicious	bull.	T.J.	often	finds	Barbour	harassing	Chris	Coughlin,	an	intellectually	handicapped	student	who	must	unfairly	live	on	the	treadmill	of	an	older	brother	widely	admired	who	died	in	an	aberration	accident.	John	Simet,	English	teacher	and
friend	of	T.	J.'s,	want	to	start	a	swim	team	to	avoid	coaching	obligations.	Simet	convinces	T.J.	to	be	captain	of	the	swim	team	and	recruit	its	members,	even	though	the	school	has	no	pool.	Inspired	in	spite	of	the	school's	pretentious	athletics	program	and	its	glorification	of	bullies	like	Barbour,	T.J.	sets	up	a	deliberately	bizarre	crew	and	motley	of	six
swimmers,	including	the	cognitively	slow	Chris;	the	obnoxiously	sesquipedalian	Dan	Hole;	the	weightlifter	and	musician	Tay-Roy	Kibble;	The	rude,	anti	social,	and	Simon-le	Craig	T.	J.	expects	the	whole	team	to	meet	the	poster	requirements	to	embara	s	s	the	rest	of	the	athletics	program	and	its	estimated	school	symbols.	Simet	defines	the
requirements	as	follows:	at	each	meeting,	each	team	member	must	exceed	their	previous	score.	T	The	team	uses	the	pool	at	a	local	gym	as	their	training	center,	where	T.	J.	avidaemploys	a	homeless,	middle-aged	Ed-goer	named	Oliver	Van	Zandt	to	be	the	interim	coach	of	team	Oliver	(I.C.	O),	a	title	that	gives	him	the	nickname	"Icko".	Meanwhile,	an
even	crueler	friend	of	Mike	Barbour,	the	racist	and	alcoholic	Rich	Marshall,	©	a	die-hard	former	student	of	the	school's	athletics	program.	Rich	recently	adopted	the	imlegitimate	half-black	son	of	his	young	wife,	Alicia,	and	renamed	the	girl	the	whitest	name	he	can	think	of:	"Heidi."	T.	J.,	who	maintains©	a	close	friendship	with	his	childhood	therapist,
Georgia	Brown,	accidentally	meets	Heidi	during	one	of	his	therapy	sessions	with	Georgia.	He	thus	learned	of	Heidi's	brutal	and	racist	abuse	in	Rich's	hands.	When	Alicia	and	Heidi	finally	acquire	a	resoaming	order	against	Rich,	the	Joneses	invite	them	to	live	in	their	home,	but	Rich	began	to	chase	the	house	and	make	baby-sitters.	T.J.	swimmers
gradually	open	up	about	the	complexities	of	their	personal	lives,	and	all	members,	except	T.J.'s	own,	meet	the	requirements	to	be	marquees.	Shocked,	the	rest	of	the	athletics	program,	led	by	Barbour	and	a	proud	teacher,	Coach	Benson,	challenge	the	requirements	Simet	set	for	the	team.	T.J.	negotiates	a	deal	with	Barbour,	offering	that	if	Barbour	is
smarter	than	Chris,	Benson	will	have	justification	for	revoking	the	team's	letters	of	cream.	Insulting	Chris'©	s	intellect,	Barbour	agrees,	but	Chris	easily	wins	the	competition.	T.J.	fixes	some	of	this	sadness	by	inviting	some	of	the	swimmers,	as	well	as	his	father,	John	Paul,	to	form	a	basketball	team.	The	following	year,	basketball	players	beat	Rich
Marshall's	team	in	a	highly-attended	tournament.	Rich,	even	more	upset	by	the	presenã§a	Heidi	in	the	public	and	see	her	cheering	for	the	team	that	beats	him,	draws	a	gun	and	and	andon.	John	Paul	instinctively	jumps	between	them	and	picks	up	the	bullet	when	rich	fireworks.	Before	dying,	John	Paul	reveals	to	T.J.	the	name	of	the	woman	whose	son
he	killed	in	the	driving	accident	all	those	years	ago.	©	imprisoned	and,	at	the	funeral	of	John	Paul,	Barbour	apologizes	to	T.J.	for	his	inappropriate	behavior	in	the	past.	T.J.	Tracks	down	the	woman	John	Paul	mentioned	only	to	find	out	that	she	had	a	child	from	her	one-night	stand	with	John	Paul.	The	child-	now	an	adult	man-	©,	Therefore,	T.J.'s
(adopted)	half-brother	and	his	name	are	couples	Kyle.	T.J.	and	Kyle	instantly	connect	and	promise	to	meet	o	ver	the	summer.	In	the	new	whale	talk,	Taoism	plays	an	integral	part	of	the	plot	from	the	beginning.	The	protagonist	of	the	novel,	the	Tao	Jones,	the	©	named	by	his	biological	mother	after	the	Taoist	Tao	Te	Ching	book.	When	he	enters	the
school,	he	is	©	Often	intimidated	by	his	strange	name.	To	avoid	being	intimidated	and	embarrassed	by	his	colleagues,	he	starts	calling	himself	T.J.,	his	initials.	It's	very	clear	that	his	name	is	©	an	indicator	of	what	your	personality	will	be.	T.J.	Name	precludes	that	it	will	be	connected	to	T	ao	in	a	different	way	from	the	obvious.	The	author	of	whale
talk,	Chris	Crutcher,	inspires	in	many	elements	of	Taoism	to	create	T.J.'s	personality.	An	essential	element	of	Taoism	to	©	the	balance	between	opposites.	opposites.
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