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How to cite a film in mla

It’s not often that you need to cite a movie, but it’s actually straightforward to do so. Our guide below details how to cite a movie in APA, MLA, or Harvard format. How to cite a movie automatically If you want to skip the tedium of writing a movie citation out by hand then we’ve made a citation generator to do it for you. Simply select Film/Movie from
the More dropdown below, complete the form, and we’ll put everything in the right order. How to cite a movie manually To cite a movie yourself just follow the instructions below. For the 3 most popular styles-APA, MLA 8, and Harvard-this is as follows: In APA style You need to locate these details for the movie: director, movie title (duh!), release
date, distributor, distributor location, and medium (or format). The director can usually be found in the credits for the movie, or on the IMDDb or Wikipedia page for the movie. The movie title should be pretty straightforward - it’s the name of the movie you’re citing. The release date is the date that the movie was first released or published. This can
also be found on the IMdb or Wikipedia page. The distributor is the company that handled publishing of the movie. For example, the movie Avengers 2: Age of Ultron was distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. The distributor location is the city or state that the distributor is located in. You can find this by looking up the distributor on
Wikipedia. The medium is the format that you watched the movie in. This could be something like DVD, internet stream, or cinema. Then use this template, replacing the colored placeholders with the information you found on the page: Author last name, Author first name initial. (release date year, release date month and day). Page title [medium].
Distributor location: Distributor. The final formatted citation should look like this: Whedon, J. (2015). Avengers 2: Age of Ultron [DVD]. California: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. Example of a movie citation in APA style In MLA 8 style You need to locate these details for the movie: director, movie title, release date, and distributor. The director
can usually be found in the credits for the movie, or on the IMDb or Wikipedia page for the movie. The movie title should be pretty straightforward - it’s the name of the movie you’re citing. The release date is the date that the movie was first released or published. This can also be found on the IMdb or Wikipedia page. The distributor is the company
that handled publishing of the movie. For example, the movie Avengers 2: Age of Ultron was distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. Then use this template: Director last name, Director first name. Movie title. Distributor, Year published. The final formatted citation should look like this: Whedon, Joss. Avengers 2: Age of Ultron. Walt
Disney Studios Motion Pictures, 2015. Example of a movie citation in MLA 8 style In Harvard style Harvard format is very similar to APA. First, locate these details for the movie: director, movie title, release date, distributor, distributor location, and medium (or format). The director can usually be found in the credits for the movie, or on the IMDb or
Wikipedia page for the movie. The movie title should be pretty straightforward - it’s the name of the movie you're citing. The release date is the date that the movie was first released or published. This can also be found on the IMdb or Wikipedia page. The distributor is the company that handled publishing of the movie. For example, the movie
Avengers 2: Age of Ultron was distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. The distributor location is the city or state that the distributor is located in. You can find this by looking up the distributor on Wikipedia. The medium is the format that you watched the movie in. This could be something like DVD, internet stream, or cinema. Then use
this template: Author last name, Author first name initial. (release date year) Movie title. Distributor location: Distributor. The final formatted citation should look like this: Whedon, J. (2015) Avengers 2: Age of Ultron. California: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. Example of a movie reference in Harvard style Citing a film in MLA is easy with our
free citation generator. Create a full citation or in-text citation using the form below, filling out as many fields as you have information for.To cite a film in MLA on the Works Cited page, follow this formula:Title of Movie. Directed by Director's First Name Last Name, Performances by Actors' First Name Last Name, First Name Last Name, and First
Name Last Name, Studio, Year.A film in MLA has a simple citation format for in-text citations. The following information appears in parentheses after the text that cites the source, in what is known as a parenthetical citation:(Title of Movie hh:mm:ss)Another form of in-text citation is the narrative citation, which incorporates the author’s name into
the sentence. The year of publication would be in parentheses:“The author (Year) provides commentary on...”The style guide you would use to write your paper depends on the subject. MLA format and citations, developed by the Modern Language Association, is used for academic writing in arts and humanities. If you're writing a literature paper, it
likely follows MLA format. APA format and citations, developed by the American Psychological Association, is used for psychology, social sciences, sciences, education, engineering, and nursing. Chicago Manual of Style, also known as CMOS or Chicago Style, was developed by the University of Chicago Press. History, business, and fine arts papers
typically use CMOS format. There is more ambiguity around when to use Chicago, which you can read more about on our blog.The term “bibliography” is a catch-all for any list of sources cited at the end of an academic work. Certain style guides use different terminology to refer to bibliographies. For example, MLA format refers to a paper’s
bibliography as its Works Cited page. APA refers to it as the References page. Chicago Manual of Style refers to it as Bibliography. No matter which style guide you’'re using, the process for writing a bibliography is generally the same. The primary difference between the different style guides is how the bibliography is formatted. Full citations come at
the end of the paper in the bibliography section. It includes all important components of the cited source, such as author name, title, publisher, publish date, page numbers, website URL, and DOI—the digital object identifier that acts as the document’s permanent ID on the internet. In-text citations include both in-line citations and parenthetical
citations, both of which you would use when quoting or taking an idea, thought, or fact from another author or source. In-line citations occur within the text itself. You might use in-line citations to introduce a statistic, quote, or finding along with the author’s name, and then you would cite it by including the year in parentheses. A parenthetical
citation is similar to an in-line citation—it appears in the body text, and the author’s name and year of publishing are cited in parentheses. You might use parenthetical citations when stating an idea, quote, or finding without mentioning the author or source name in the sentence. The citation that includes the author and year would then come at the
end of the statement in parentheses. These in-text citations refer the reader to the bibliography page for the full citation. Footnotes are useful when you want to insert a citation without interrupting the flow of the sentence or paragraph. Footnotes include a superscript number in the text rather than author name and date, and the source information
is listed at the bottom of the page or document. The number directs the reader to the corresponding source in the footnote. Chicago style typically uses footnotes. Annotations are footnotes with explanations or comments. You would use this if you want to provide more information about the source or text.Plagiarism is including another’s ideas or
words in your body of work and passing it off as your own—or not properly crediting the source. Plagiarism can be unintentional or intentional, but it’s easy to avoid this act of academic dishonesty. First, familiarize yourself with the most common types of plagiarism. Then, brush up on ways to avoid plagiarizing another’s writing. It's important to cite
your sources and either quote or paraphrase the cited material. You may also rewrite it in your own words or present your own idea, but you still must cite the source if you reference or allude to their ideas. A plagiarism checker can be a reliable way to check if your work has plagiarized existing material. Grammarly includes a plagiarism check,
citation style formatting, and other helpful writing suggestions so you can maintain academic integrity, avoid losing points, and turn in your best work. When you sign up for Grammarly, our free auto-citations feature is the fastest way to generate a citation without leaving a web page or using copy-paste functions. This feature automatically generates
citations directly from the web page of the source you’'re trying to cite. Alternatively, our free citation generator tool at the top of this page allows you to quickly build citations manually. Learn more about how to use Grammarly for instant, accurate citations.Our blog hosts just about everything you need to know about academic writing. Explore the
links below to build your writing toolkit.Get peace of mind you’'re submitting your best work with Grammarly’s free tools for original, polished writing.Easily identify Al-generated content in your work with Grammarly’s Al detector.AI Detector »Ensure your essays are clear, mistake-free, and well-worded with Grammarly's Grammar Checker.Grammar
CheckerGrammarly Authorship labels your text as self-written, Al-assisted, or Grammarly-edited.AuthorshipQuickly reword text for essays, emails, articles, and more with Grammarly's paraphrasing tool.Paraphrasing Tool —]Join students from over 3,000 institutions worldwide to see why 94% of them say Grammarly helped improve their grades. To
cite a film in a reference entry in MLA style 9th edition include the following elements:Contributor(s) name, label: Start with the action of the key contributor (Directed by, Performed by, Produced by, etc.), follow with the name.Title of the film: Titles are italicized when independent. If part of a larger source add quotation marks and do not
italize.Contributor(s) name: Start with the action of the key contributor (Directed by, Performed by, Produced by, etc.), follow with the name.Publishing studio: If the name of an academic press contains the words University and Press, use UP e.g. Oxford UP instead of Oxford University Press. If the word "University" doesn't appear, spell out the Press
e.g. MIT Press.Year of release: Give the year of publication as presented in the source.Here is the basic format for a reference list entry of a film in MLA style 9th edition:Contributor(s) name, label. Title of the film. by Contributor(s) name, Publishing studio, Year of release.Take a look at our works cited examples that demonstrate the MLA style
guidelines in action:Films are commonly produced by many people performing different parts. If your research focuses on the contribution of one particular person, e.g. the performance of an actress or the ideas of the screenwriter, begin the entry with their name, followed by a descriptive label.Otherwise, if you are discussing a film without focusing
on an individual's contribution, start with the title. You can add information about key participants after the title.A film with focus on the main performerThurman, Uma, performer. Kill Bill: Volume 1. Miramax, 2003.A film with its director as key contributorKill Bill: Volume 1. Directed by Quentin Tarantino, Miramax, 2003.MLA in-text citation of a
filmAudio-visual material uses the specific time of the audio/video for in-text citations.(Last name time) or (Short form of title time).A film with focus on the main performerThe following scene exemplifies the performers physical abilities (Thurman 00:15:43-00:20:07).A film with its director as key contributorThe style of recording resembles the
director's previous movies (Kill Bill 00:35:40) .Automatic citations in seconds 1 Start with the title of the film in italics. Type out the name of the movie and put it in italics. Follow the title with a period. This is how you'll start almost all citations for films.[1] For now, your citation should just look like: “Notting Hill.” If the title is a translation, include
the original title in brackets. For example, “The Chorus [Les Choristes].” 2 Record the director next. After you've cited the title, type “Dir.” to abbreviate “director.” Then add the name of the director, listing their first name first and last name second. Put periods after “Dir” and the director's full name.[2] Your citation should now look something like
this: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell.” Advertisement 3 Start with directors' names if you're focused on them. If you're writing a paper comparing multiple directors, or you're more concerned with the director than the film, start your citation with them. The director's last name goes first in this case, followed by a comma, their first name, and
another comma. Then type “dir.” and end with a period. [3] These citations look like this: “Michell, Roger, dir. Notting Hill.” 4 Include performers' names if they're important to your paper. After the title and director, add the names of the main performers if you're going to discuss them in your paper. Type “Perf.” and then list the actors in order of
billing (the order in which they appear in movie credits), first name first, last name second. Separate names with commas, and end the list with a period. The citation should now look like: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe.” If your paper is about a particular actor, you can begin the citation with
their name. This formatting looks like this: “Roberts, Julia, perf. Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell.” 5 Add the distributor of the film. Next, you need to add the name of the distributor, or the company that released the film. You also need the release date. Type the distributor's name followed by a comma, and then type out the movie's release date.[4]
Almost there! Your citation should now look something like this: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe. Universal Pictures, 1999.” 6 Specify which format you used to watch the movie. Type out whether you watched the film on VHS, DVD, or Blu-Ray. End with a period.[5] If you watched the film online,
you can skip to step 8. For VHS, type out “videocassette” in your citation. It'll look like this: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe. Universal Pictures, 1999. Videocassette.” If you watched the movie at the theater, you can just type out “Film” for a complete citation! It'll look like this: “Notting Hill. Dir.
Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe. Universal Pictures, 1999. Film.” 7 Include both the original and format release dates. If the format you're using was released later than the actual movie, you need to cite both dates. This will switch up your order of elements a bit. After your list of performers (or the director), type
out the original release date and then add a period. Next, type the distributor, a comma, the format release date, and a period. End with the format type.[6] If you watched Notting Hill on Blu-Ray, for example, your citation will look like this: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe. 1999. Universal
Pictures, 2013. Blu-Ray.” 8 Add the website and date you watched for online movies. If you watched the movie online, you'll need to add some other information. After the release date, specify which online platform you used to watch the movie. Put it in italics. Then type out “Web.” Finally, write the date you watched the movie, starting with the day,
then the month, then the year. Separate each of these components with periods. This citation will look something like this: “Notting Hill. Dir. Roger Michell. Perf. Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, and Richard McCabe. Universal Pictures, 1999. Netflix. Web. 18 July 2017.” 9 Organize the list in alphabetical order. Check the first letter of each citation in your
Works Cited. List them in alphabetical order, going from A to Z. Indent the second lines of all of your citations 0.5 in. (1.27 cm), as well as any subsequent lines.[7] Your Works Cited should be on a separate page at the end of the paper, and it should be titled Works Cited. You don't need to put quotation marks around the words Works Cited, or
italicize them. Make the whole document double-spaced, but don't add extra spaces between citations. Advertisement Citing a movie in MLA format is a bit different from citing a movie in APA or Chicago style. The 9th edition of the MLA style guide (the most recent) has a few unique guidelines compared to APA and Chicago (such as putting the title
first instead of the director). We explain everything here so you can cite movies in MLA format with confidence. Movie citations in MLA format require the standard information for films: the title, publishing company, and year of release. These citation guidelines are crucial if you're figuring out how to write a research paper or how to write a report.
However, citations for movies in MLA format also include other contributors besides the director. It’s not necessary to add them, but it’s recommended if they’'re relevant to the topic of your paper; for example, if your topic is a specific actor or your subject appears in an interview within a documentary, you’ll want to include them in the citation.
Grammarly helps you communicate confidently Citing a film in MLA? Use this formula: Directed by Director’s Name, contribution type by Additional Contributors’ Names, Production Company, Year of release. This formula applies to movies whether they are primary or secondary sources. When you apply the basic formula, without additional
contributors, to citations on your works cited (or bibliography) page, it should look like this: . Directed by Ed Harris, performances by Ed Harris, Marcia Gay Harden, and Jennifer Connelly, Sony Pictures Classic, 2000. In-text citations use only the movie title and the starting and ending time stamps for the relevant portion of the movie, like so:
(Movie title hour:minute:second-hour:minute:second) You don’t need to include the entire title for in-text citations, only enough to differentiate it from other sources. In practice, it should look like this: (Pollock 1:25:45-1:26:50) The time stamps are especially important when citing movies in MLA format. When reviewing your source films, write down
the time stamps of excerpts you plan to use so you can include them in your essay outline. That’s the basic formula for most movie citations in MLA format. However, there are slight variations if you want to emphasize a particular contributor, if you're using an alternative version of the film, or if you watched the movie on a streaming site. We explain
how to cite movies in MLA format with those particulars below. Here’s a tip:Citations can be difficult, but they don’t have to trip you up. Grammarly’s Citation Generator ensures your essays have flawless citations and no plagiarism. Try it for tricky MLA citations like documentaries, movie trailers, and DVDs. How to cite a movie in MLA format with
emphasis on other contributors One of the advantages of using the MLA format to cite movies is that it allows for special emphasis on certain contributors. For example, let’s say you're writing a paper on film composers; in MLA format, you can cite the source using the name of the composer instead of the director. The same rule can be applied to
actors, writers, cinematographers, or anyone else who worked on the film. There are two ways to cite movies in MLA format with extra contributors. One is to simply mention them after the director in the citation on the works cited page. The other is to mention them as the main reference source. Method 1: Mentioning after the director When
mentioning other contributors in the works cited page, use the same format as “Directed by . . . ,” but modify it to their particular role. So, if you want to mention actors, you can write “performances by. . . ,” or if you want to mention the writer, you can write “screenplay by . . . .” Feel free to mention whatever contributors you like, as long as they’'re
relevant to your topic. . Directed by James Cameron, music by James Horner, 20th Century Fox, 2009. In this method, the in-text citation remains the same, with the title as the main source. Method 2: Mentioning as the main reference source The second method lists a contributor other than the director as the main source. This method works best if
your topic is a certain person or aspect of the film, rather than the entire film itself. For the works cited page, use this formula: Last name, First name of contributor, job title. Movie title. Directed by Director’s Name, Production Company, Year of release. Let’s say you're writing a paper on the best James Bond actors. It would be beneficial to use
this format for citations so that readers know which Bond actor you’re referring to, like so: Connery, Sean, performer. Goldfinger. Directed by Guy Hamilton, Eon Production, 1964. In-text citations use the last name of the contributor instead of the film title, followed by the time-stamp range. (Connery 0:12:34-0:14:01) How to cite a movie in MLA
format using an alternative version If you're using an alternative version of the film, such as a director’s cut, mention the version after the contributors and before the production company for the works cited page. You do not need to mention the version in the in-text citation. Directed by Director’s Name, type of contribution by Additional
Contributors’ Names, version, Production Company, Year of release. Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Rings. Directed by Peter Jackson, extended cut, New Line Cinema / WingNut Films, 2001. Notice how multiple production companies are separated by a forward slash. How to cite a movie in MLA format from a streaming site If you watched
the movie on an official streaming website, it’s best to mention which one because different sites sometimes use different versions. Simply put the name of the website in italics at the end of the citation on your works cited page. You don’t need to include the URL. . Directed by Adam McKay, Regency Enterprises / Plan B Entertainment, 2015. Netflix.
However, if you watched the movie on an informal video-sharing platform, such as YouTube, you have to mention the uploader, date uploaded, and URL. Use this formula: Directed by Director’s Name, Production Company, Year of release. Website Name, uploaded by Channel Name, Day Month Year of upload, URL. In this case, your citation should
look like this: . Directed by F. W. Murnau, Prana Film, 1922. YouTube, uploaded by Timeless Classic Movies, 9 July 2012, . Note: When citing videos on social media sites like YouTube, there are different guidelines for citing full movies than for citing clips or original content from creators. In the case of the latter, you’ll want to follow guidelines for
how to cite a website in MLA. How to cite a documentary in MLA format Knowing how to cite a documentary in MLA format is fairly important, considering that documentaries are a common source in academic writing. Luckily, documentaries follow the same formula as other movies. This includes the opportunity to emphasize particular contributors,
which comes in handy if you want to highlight a specific interview within the film. . Directed by Laura Poitras, appearances by Edward Snowden, HBO Documentary Films / Praxis Films, 2014. (Citizenfour 0:51:43-1:01:23) "Title of Episode." Title of TV Series, Contributors Name(s), season, episode, Production Company, Year of Release. Example:
"The One Where Chandler Can't Cry." Friends: The Complete Sixth Season, written by Andrew Reich and Ted Cohen, directed by Kevin Bright, Warner Brothers, 2004. In-Text Quote: ("Title of Episode" Start Time of Relevant Section-End Time of Sectionr) Example: ("The One Where Chandler Can't Cry" 00:15:00-00:17:22) Television Series Episode
Viewed on a Subscription Media Website "Title of Episode." Title of TV Series, Contributors Name(s), season, episode, Production Company, Year of Release. Name of Streaming Service, URL. Note: Typically films, television episodes, and other performances have many contributors. After the movie title, list the contributors most relevant to your
project after the move title. Most common contributors listed include directors, creators, and performers. Note: Seasons of a television series are usually numbered in sequence, as are the episodes. Both numbers should be included in the works cited list if available. Works Cited List Example: "The Gathering." Outlander, developed by Ronald D.
Moore, performances by Caitriona Balfe and Sam Heughan, season 1, episode 4, Left Bank Picture/Sony Pictures Television Production, 2014. Netflix, www.netflix.com/watch/80103586?trackld=13752289. In-Text Citation Example: ("Title of Episode" Start Time of Relevant Section-End Time of Section) ("The Gathering" 00:05:34-00:05:56)
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