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Choosing between a notarized or registered rent agreement - which is better? This is a common dilemma for landlords and tenants. While a notarized agreement is quicker and more affordable, a registered agreement provides stronger legal protection and is admissible in court. Understanding the differences between these two options is crucial to
ensuring a smooth rental process and avoiding legal disputes. Renting out a property is one of the major income sources for many Indians, especially the elderly, who invest their life savings in buying a property and enjoy the rental income throughout their retired life. However, letting (renting) out a property must be dealt with utmost care and
caution to avoid any hassles in the future. One such point of caution is executing a Leave and License agreement (or simply rent agreement) while giving property on rent. It is compulsory to have a rent agreement either registered or notarized if the lease is of more than 11 months. However, the agreement can be ignored if the property is given on
rent for less than 11 months. A rent agreement is a legal document that mentions the details of the property, the financial consideration, and other terms and conditions associated with the property rental transaction. The terms and conditions mentioned in this rental agreement bind the tenant and the landlord (owner). Different Ways of Executing a
Rent Agreement There are two ways to execute a rent agreement. A notarized rent agreement is simply a rent agreement printed on a stamp paper that a Public Notary signs. In India, public notaries are majorly lawyers and advocates. In the case of a notarized agreement, the notary verifies both parties' identities and documents and endorses the
document by signing it. The parties (owner and tenant) must present before the notary for this process. Executing a notarized agreement is much simpler than a registered one as it can be done by just visiting the lawyer’s office and does not require any stamp duty and registration fees to be paid. The lawyer charges only a fee for a notary, usually
ranging from Rs 200 to Rs 500 as per the locality. However, it is to be noted that in case of any legal proceedings, the notarized agreement cannot be admissible in the Court, as it does not validate the rental transaction. It just verifies the documents furnished along with the agreement. Nevertheless, there is no legal requirement to notarize a rent
agreement in India. But in the absence of a registered agreement, a notarized agreement is asked for by various utility connections such as cooking gas, telephone, mobile, etc. Advantages of Registered Rent Agreement Following are the advantages of a Notarized rent agreement:- Easy to execute: It is easy to execute the notarized agreement; all
you have to do is visit the lawyer’s office. No stamp charges applicable: Stamp charges are not applicable on a notarized agreement. A notary fee is applicable, which varies between Rs 200-500. Witness document: Notarized document also acts as a witness to the agreement. Minimises theft and fraud: There are fewer chances of document theft and
fraud. Genuine: The stamped document serves as a real and genuine document. Why Make a Notarized Rent Agreement? One has to make a notarized rent agreement under the following conditions: When you require the agreement urgently or on an immediate basis If the rental period is 11 months or less A notarized rent agreement is made for
mutual understanding between a landlord and a tenant. The document is meant to authenticate the identities of the parties involved (landlord and tenant). You Might Also Like A registered rent agreement is a rent agreement printed on a stamp paper and registered with the sub-registrar of the area. It is very similar to registering a sale deed of a
property. The registration process can be done online or in person by visiting the sub-registrar’s office. Some cities/ states offer the facility of online registration of such documents. Unlike a notarized agreement, the registered rent agreement is admissible in the Court in case of any legal proceedings. The provisions of the Rent Control Acts of the
central government and various state governments are not applicable if the rent agreement is not registered. It is required to register a rent agreement if the rental period is more than 11 months. In some states, including Maharashtra, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh, it is compulsory to register the rent agreement irrespective of the rental period.
Registering a rent agreement requires paying stamp duty and registration charges based on the rental amount mentioned in the document. These charges vary from state to state, and some offer concessions in stamp duty to women. Advantages of a Registered Rent Agreement Following are the advantages of a registered rent agreement:- Verified:
Registered rent agreement is thoroughly verified by the Registrar or Sub Registrar of the office. Admissible in court: As per the Registration Act, 1908, a registered agreement is admissible in a court of law. It also provides a sense of security to the owners. What Details Should be In Rent Agreement? One should have the following basic details in the
rent agreement:- Tenant’s name, address, contact details Landlords name, address, contact details Property address which is leased Security deposit amount, maintenance charges and monthly rent The annual increase in rent amount, both the parties should agree to renew the contract Penalty amount, if rent is paid late or disruptive behaviour
Lock in period Term of contract Grounds for contract termination Sample of Registered Rent Agreement Sample of the registered rental agreement (Source: Legal Desk) Also Read: Rental Agreement Registration Essential Documents for a Registered Rent Agreement You require the following documents for a registered rent agreement: The original
proof/evidence of ownership or title of the property Original ID evidence or proof of the property ownership or title of the property Legal documents like the property's tax receipt or Index II Two photographs of each of the parties involved and One photo of each of the witnesses An address proof copy of the parties and the witnesses - Aadhaar Card,
Driving License, Ration Card, Voter ID, or Bank Passbook A copy of the property's route map Agreements Which Should Be Notarized The documents which should be notarized are:- Partnership Deed Power of Attorney General Will Agreement Which Should Be Registered The documents which should be registered are:- Sale deed of land or building
Rent Agreement Other real estate documents What A Notarised Agreement Implies A notarized agreement refers to a legal document verified by a notary public to prove its authenticity. It undergoes a number of important steps in verifying this. This process ensures four things: that the person signing the paper is the same person identified on the
document, verifying his true identity. The parties are of sound mind, knowing what they are signing for. They are of legal age and have signed the document willingly, not under pressure or constraint. While a notarized agreement cannot be considered valid in court for any legal dispute, it still provides some degree of trust and verification for
everyone involved. Rent Agreement Clauses for Tenants Here are a few important clauses that tenants should add in their rent agreements to save themselves from any kind of fraudulent incident. Security Deposit: Property owners take security deposits from tenants at the time of renting their property. The amount gives the landlord financial
security against any kind of damage done to their property. However, tenants should also add the terms and conditions related to the return of the security deposit amount. They can mention that the security amount should be returned as soon as the possession of the property gets handed over to the landlord. Rent Agreement Termination and Lock-
in Period: There should be a lock-in period for the rent agreement and no one out of both parties, i.e., landlord and tenant should be able to terminate the rent agreement within this duration. This clause is critical for tenants renting out a property in a new city. Renewal and Increase in Rent: There should be a fixed percentage mentioned in the rent
agreement for the increment in rental amount. If this clause will not be there, landlords may increase the rent disproportionately at the time of rent agreement renewal. How to Create a Notarized Rent Agreement Online? You can create a notarized rent agreement online in three easy steps: Step 1: Fill out a pre-approved template with all the
required information Step 2: Attach a copy of your Aadhaar Card along with one more identity proof such as your PAN Card, Voter ID, Driver's License or Passport Copy Step 3: Make the payment, including the service charges (depending on the locality) After completing these steps, you will receive a soft copy of the agreement in your email. How to
Create a Registered Rent Agreement Online? Step 1: Fill out all the essential details (of the landlord and tenant) in the pre-defined legal template Step 2: Attach a copy of your Aadhaar Card along with additional ID proof such as your PAN Card, Voter ID, Driver's License or Passport Copy Step 3: Complete the online payment, which includes nominal
charges for stamp duty, registration and other service charges Step 4: After the agreement is approved, the service provider will initiate legal formalities. You will receive the registered rent agreement on your doorstep within a few days. Notarized v/s Registered Agreement Key differences between a notarized and a registered agreement
summarized: Factor Notarized Agreement Registered Agreement Legal status Not admissible in Court Admissible in Court Cost Lower than registered agreement High. Stamp duty and registration charges are applicable Efforts required Minimal efforts are required More efforts are required to execute, as it requires visiting the Sub-registrar
Mandate Not compulsory Compulsory for a rental period above 11 months When you rent a property, it is advised to have a rent agreement. You can get a rent agreement made in two different ways: a notarized agreement and a registered rent agreement. While a notarized rent agreement may serve as a quick and cost-effective option, it lacks legal
standing in court. On the other hand, a registered rent agreement provides stronger legal security, making it the preferred choice for long-term rentals. If you're wondering, "Notarized or registered rent agreement - which is better?", the answer depends on your specific needs. For short-term rentals, a notarized agreement might suffice, but for long-
term security and legal validity, a registered rent agreement is always the better choice. It is easy to make these agreements; you can visit the lawyer or SRO’s office for an agreement. However, a registered rent agreement holds utmost importance because the Registrar thoroughly verifies it and is also permissible in a court of law. Choosing between
a notarized or registered rent agreement - which is better? This is a common dilemma for landlords and tenants. While a notarized agreement is quicker and more affordable, a registered agreement provides stronger legal protection and is admissible in court. Understanding the differences between these two options is crucial to ensuring a smooth
rental process and avoiding legal disputes. Renting out a property is one of the major income sources for many Indians, especially the elderly, who invest their life savings in buying a property and enjoy the rental income throughout their retired life. However, letting (renting) out a property must be dealt with utmost care and caution to avoid any
hassles in the future. One such point of caution is executing a Leave and License agreement (or simply rent agreement) while giving property on rent. It is compulsory to have a rent agreement either registered or notarized if the lease is of more than 11 months. However, the agreement can be ignored if the property is given on rent for less than 11
months. A rent agreement is a legal document that mentions the details of the property, the financial consideration, and other terms and conditions associated with the property rental transaction. The terms and conditions mentioned in this rental agreement bind the tenant and the landlord (owner). Different Ways of Executing a Rent Agreement
There are two ways to execute a rent agreement. A notarized rent agreement is simply a rent agreement printed on a stamp paper that a Public Notary signs. In India, public notaries are majorly lawyers and advocates. In the case of a notarized agreement, the notary verifies both parties' identities and documents and endorses the document by
signing it. The parties (owner and tenant) must present before the notary for this process. Executing a notarized agreement is much simpler than a registered one as it can be done by just visiting the lawyer’s office and does not require any stamp duty and registration fees to be paid. The lawyer charges only a fee for a notary, usually ranging from Rs
200 to Rs 500 as per the locality. However, it is to be noted that in case of any legal proceedings, the notarized agreement cannot be admissible in the Court, as it does not validate the rental transaction. It just verifies the documents furnished along with the agreement. Nevertheless, there is no legal requirement to notarize a rent agreement in
India. But in the absence of a registered agreement, a notarized agreement is asked for by various utility connections such as cooking gas, telephone, mobile, etc. Advantages of Registered Rent Agreement Following are the advantages of a Notarized rent agreement:- Easy to execute: It is easy to execute the notarized agreement; all you have to do is
visit the lawyer’s office. No stamp charges applicable: Stamp charges are not applicable on a notarized agreement. A notary fee is applicable, which varies between Rs 200-500. Witness document: Notarized document also acts as a witness to the agreement. Minimises theft and fraud: There are fewer chances of document theft and fraud. Genuine:
The stamped document serves as a real and genuine document. Why Make a Notarized Rent Agreement? One has to make a notarized rent agreement under the following conditions: When you require the agreement urgently or on an immediate basis If the rental period is 11 months or less A notarized rent agreement is made for mutual
understanding between a landlord and a tenant. The document is meant to authenticate the identities of the parties involved (landlord and tenant). You Might Also Like A registered rent agreement is a rent agreement printed on a stamp paper and registered with the sub-registrar of the area. It is very similar to registering a sale deed of a property.
The registration process can be done online or in person by visiting the sub-registrar’s office. Some cities/ states offer the facility of online registration of such documents. Unlike a notarized agreement, the registered rent agreement is admissible in the Court in case of any legal proceedings. The provisions of the Rent Control Acts of the central
government and various state governments are not applicable if the rent agreement is not registered. It is required to register a rent agreement if the rental period is more than 11 months. In some states, including Maharashtra, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh, it is compulsory to register the rent agreement irrespective of the rental period.
Registering a rent agreement requires paying stamp duty and registration charges based on the rental amount mentioned in the document. These charges vary from state to state, and some offer concessions in stamp duty to women. Advantages of a Registered Rent Agreement Following are the advantages of a registered rent agreement:- Verified:
Registered rent agreement is thoroughly verified by the Registrar or Sub Registrar of the office. Admissible in court: As per the Registration Act, 1908, a registered agreement is admissible in a court of law. It also provides a sense of security to the owners. What Details Should be In Rent Agreement? One should have the following basic details in the
rent agreement:- Tenant’s name, address, contact details Landlords name, address, contact details Property address which is leased Security deposit amount, maintenance charges and monthly rent The annual increase in rent amount, both the parties should agree to renew the contract Penalty amount, if rent is paid late or disruptive behaviour
Lock in period Term of contract Grounds for contract termination Sample of Registered Rent Agreement Sample of the registered rental agreement (Source: Legal Desk) Also Read: Rental Agreement Registration Essential Documents for a Registered Rent Agreement You require the following documents for a registered rent agreement: The original
proof/evidence of ownership or title of the property Original ID evidence or proof of the property ownership or title of the property Legal documents like the property's tax receipt or Index II Two photographs of each of the parties involved and One photo of each of the witnesses An address proof copy of the parties and the witnesses - Aadhaar Card,
Driving License, Ration Card, Voter ID, or Bank Passbook A copy of the property's route map Agreements Which Should Be Notarized The documents which should be notarized are:- Partnership Deed Power of Attorney General Will Agreement Which Should Be Registered The documents which should be registered are:- Sale deed of land or building
Rent Agreement Other real estate documents What A Notarised Agreement Implies A notarized agreement refers to a legal document verified by a notary public to prove its authenticity. It undergoes a number of important steps in verifying this. This process ensures four things: that the person signing the paper is the same person identified on the
document, verifying his true identity. The parties are of sound mind, knowing what they are signing for. They are of legal age and have signed the document willingly, not under pressure or constraint. While a notarized agreement cannot be considered valid in court for any legal dispute, it still provides some degree of trust and verification for
everyone involved. Rent Agreement Clauses for Tenants Here are a few important clauses that tenants should add in their rent agreements to save themselves from any kind of fraudulent incident. Security Deposit: Property owners take security deposits from tenants at the time of renting their property. The amount gives the landlord financial
security against any kind of damage done to their property. However, tenants should also add the terms and conditions related to the return of the security deposit amount. They can mention that the security amount should be returned as soon as the possession of the property gets handed over to the landlord. Rent Agreement Termination and Lock-
in Period: There should be a lock-in period for the rent agreement and no one out of both parties, i.e., landlord and tenant should be able to terminate the rent agreement within this duration. This clause is critical for tenants renting out a property in a new city. Renewal and Increase in Rent: There should be a fixed percentage mentioned in the rent
agreement for the increment in rental amount. If this clause will not be there, landlords may increase the rent disproportionately at the time of rent agreement renewal. How to Create a Notarized Rent Agreement Online? You can create a notarized rent agreement online in three easy steps: Step 1: Fill out a pre-approved template with all the
required information Step 2: Attach a copy of your Aadhaar Card along with one more identity proof such as your PAN Card, Voter ID, Driver's License or Passport Copy Step 3: Make the payment, including the service charges (depending on the locality) After completing these steps, you will receive a soft copy of the agreement in your email. How to
Create a Registered Rent Agreement Online? Step 1: Fill out all the essential details (of the landlord and tenant) in the pre-defined legal template Step 2: Attach a copy of your Aadhaar Card along with additional ID proof such as your PAN Card, Voter ID, Driver's License or Passport Copy Step 3: Complete the online payment, which includes nominal
charges for stamp duty, registration and other service charges Step 4: After the agreement is approved, the service provider will initiate legal formalities. You will receive the registered rent agreement on your doorstep within a few days. Notarized v/s Registered Agreement Key differences between a notarized and a registered agreement
summarized: Factor Notarized Agreement Registered Agreement Legal status Not admissible in Court Admissible in Court Cost Lower than registered agreement High. Stamp duty and registration charges are applicable Efforts required Minimal efforts are required More efforts are required to execute, as it requires visiting the Sub-registrar
Mandate Not compulsory Compulsory for a rental period above 11 months When you rent a property, it is advised to have a rent agreement. You can get a rent agreement made in two different ways: a notarized agreement and a registered rent agreement. While a notarized rent agreement may serve as a quick and cost-effective option, it lacks legal
standing in court. On the other hand, a registered rent agreement provides stronger legal security, making it the preferred choice for long-term rentals. If you're wondering, "Notarized or registered rent agreement - which is better?", the answer depends on your specific needs. For short-term rentals, a notarized agreement might suffice, but for long-
term security and legal validity, a registered rent agreement is always the better choice. It is easy to make these agreements; you can visit the lawyer or SRO’s office for an agreement. However, a registered rent agreement holds utmost importance because the Registrar thoroughly verifies it and is also permissible in a court of law. As important legal
papers that shape the landlord-tenant relationship, rent agreements must be legitimate and real. Whether a rent agreement needs to be notarized is one frequent query that comes up. The definition of "notary" in the context of rent agreements, whether a notary is necessary, the benefits of having a notarized agreement, crucial details to include in a
rental agreement, the option of creating a notary rent agreement online, and the primary distinctions between notarized and registered agreements are all covered in this article. You can prepare or enter a rent agreement with more confidence if you are aware of these components. In many areas, a notary is not normally required by law for rental
agreements. The rental agreement need not be notarized, but doing so is a safer course of action. The laws and rules in your area governing lease agreements will determine if a notary is necessary. Some documents' legitimacy may be called into doubt if you don't have them notarized, which could lead to the court rejecting them. It is undeniable that
any legal document having a notary's seal attests to the reliability and authenticity of the signatures thereon. To ascertain the particular requirements for your region, it is imperative to consult with local authorities or obtain legal counsel. A rent agreement that has been notarized simply implies that it has been signed and witnessed by a notary
public. The term "notary" describes the procedure of having a notary public, a person who has been given legal authority, check and validate the signatures of the parties to a document. Notarization in the context of rent agreements refers to having a notary public vouch for the parties' identities and witness their signatures. Both the owner and the
tenant must attend in person before the notary during this process. There are a number of benefits to having a rent agreement notarized, even though it may not be required: Notarization gives the agreement an added layer of legitimacy, making it more difficult for any party to question its veracity. If a dispute between the landlord and tenant arises,
a notarized agreement can be used as compelling evidence in court. Notary publics are taught to spot possible fraud or coercion, lessening the possibility that parties will sign under pressure. The following information should be included in a perfect rental agreement: Name, address, and phone numbers for both the landlord and the tenant Property
details, including its location and condition. Value of the security deposit, the monthly rent, and any maintenance fees Yearly increase in the aforementioned values, if the parties decide to extend the agreement. Fines for late payments, missed rent payments, or disruptive or unlawful behavior Contract's duration Lock-in duration, if any Pets allowed
in the home or specific dietary requirements of the tenant A contract's termination reasons Rights and responsibilities of both the landlord and tenant. Terms and conditions regarding maintenance, repairs, and property access. These are merely the fundamental components of a rental agreement. In contrast, if the parties have additional terms, they
are allowed to add them as long as both parties agree to it. In some areas, you can make a notarized lease agreement online. Remote document notarization is made easy with the help of online notarial services. The accessibility of online notary services, however, varies by place and is governed by regional laws. Step 1: Open edrafter and select "Rent
Agreement" from the homepage's list of options. Step 2: Choose whether you want a "Draft of Rental Agreement" or a "Complete Rental Agreement," depending on the sort of rental agreement you need. Step 3: Complete the form by entering all pertinent information, including the names of the landlord and tenant, the address of the property, and the
terms of the lease. Step 5: Check the contract to ensure that the conditions of the rental agreement are appropriately reflected. Step 6: To pay for the service after reviewing the contract and being pleased with it, click the "Proceed to Payment" option. Step 7: Following the completion of the payment, you will receive a draft of your agreement in the
mail for your review. Once you give your approval, the agreement will be processed. It's important to note that notarization and registration are distinct processes. Basis of DistinctionNotarized Rent AgreementRegistered Rent AgreementValidityIf your rent agreement is for 11 months then a notarized agreement will be valid.The registered rent
agreement is mandatory if it is more than 11 months according to the Rental Act.Presence of the partiesDuring the notarial process, both parties must be present.When registering their rent agreement, both parties and two witnesses must be present.Time DurationIt doesn't take long.The process takes time because there are several processes that
must be finished before the agreement can be registered.CompulsionThe notarization of your rental agreement is not required.It is required that you obtain a rent registration if above 11 months.Costless expensive than a registered agreementMore given that registration fees and stamp duty are included.Legal StatusIf the lease is for an 11-month
period, it is acceptable in court.The legal validity of a registered agreement is therefore greater than that of a notarized agreement. Depending on local regulations and preferences, a rent agreement may or may not be notarized. Although notarization is not always required, it may provide the agreement an additional layer of validity and protection.
Finally, by defining specific terms and expectations for the lease, a well-written and legally sound rental agreement benefits both landlords and tenants. Shifting, House? v Timely Pickup & Delivery There are some of us who weren’t born to Mr. Deep Pockets, so, it is obvious that we don’t have houses around the globe like our wealthier counterparts
and then there are some other group of people, who though have the means to live opulent lifestyles, are rather happy globetrotting and rarely would they be wanting to buy property and settle down. For people who neither have the means nor the inclination to live in their own houses, we do have the facility of rental accommodations. If you are done
scouting for rental houses and have finally found the one that you can call home and are now looking to address the legal formalities that tag along with the rental property, then you have come to the right place. LegalDesk and Rental Agreements are two names that are always taken in the same breath. We understand how in a country like ours, the
task of finding a lawyer and drafting a rental agreement can become exponentially difficult. And that is exactly why we are here, create your rental agreement with us and forget about all your worries. Why Are Rental Agreements Needed In The First Place? Just imagine yourself being embroiled in legal battles for not having made a rental agreement.
In India, there are scores of cases where the tenants refuse to vacate the rented premises when asked to, and such things mostly happen because the tenancy clauses would not have been clearly mediated between the parties to the tenancy, i.e the landlord and the tenant. This can also be the other way around; imagine you have been living at a place
for many years together and have been paying a nominal rent and then suddenly, your landlord hikes the rent and you have no option but to pay. Now, had there been a rent agreement in the first place such a situation wouldn’t have occurred. Hence, the rental agreement is an essential legal document which sets out the terms and conditions of the
tenancy and these terms are binding on the parties to the agreement. By the means of a rental agreement, the tenant is given the occupancy rights of a premise by the owner of the said premise for a set duration of time (as stipulated in the rental agreement). Certain aspects like duration of the tenancy, rent to be paid, pets, subletting, who will pay
for the utilities, security deposit to be paid, termination, lock in period, society maintenance charge, parking facilities etc. need to be mentioned in clear and unambiguous terms in the rental agreement. Also, it is essential that the rental agreement is in writing, since a mere oral declaration might not be able to save your skin from those long drawn
court cases, if there arises any. Everything that is deemed relevant and worthwhile to include should find a mention in the rental agreement. The roles and responsibilities of both the tenant as well as the landlord need to be set out categorically in the rental agreement. What Do You Understand By Notarisation of Rental Agreement? In the process of
‘Notarisation’, a Notary Public verifies and certifies the authenticity of the parties signing the documents. A notary public is a public officer who is appointed as per the provisions of the Notaries Act of 1952, by the Central/State Government as the case may be. A notary has the right to authenticate the document, administer oath to a person and other
such functions. A notary just ensures that the parties are entering into an agreement on their own volition and that they are competent to enter into such an agreement. Notarisation helps in averting likely frauds of identity. For your rental agreement to have a binding effect, it needn’t be compulsorily notarised. Indian laws don’t mandate a rental
agreement to be notarised by a notary public. Nonetheless, if you want to go ahead and get your rental agreement notarised, you may do so by approaching a notary public and presenting your document to him. Please note, both the parties to the agreement need to be present before the notary. After verification of the document as well as the parties,
the notary shall proceed to put his/her seal on the document. The main job of a notary is to verify the parties and (s)he needn’t go through all the terms and conditions mentioned in the agreement. Notarised agreements don’t have any admissibility in the courts of law and they are not binding. They can be easily printed on a Stamp Paper and
produced before the notary public, who may just check and verify the credibility of the parties and put a seal on it to validate the document. Registration of Rental Agreements As is stated under Section 107 of the Transfer of Property Act, a lease for a term exceeding 1 year or more can only be executed by way of a duly registered rental agreement. It
is mandatory for all rental agreements that are for a period of more than 11 months to be registered. According to Section 49 of the Registration Act, an unregistered rental agreement shall not be admissible in evidence. Rental agreements which are under 11 months don’t have to be registered or notarised. All rental agreements that are for a period
over 11 months need to be registered at the office of the Sub-Registrar. The Sub-Registrar checks the validity of the entire document and also sees if the required stamp duty has been paid or not, only thereafter does he proceed to register the agreement. Stamp duty and registration charges for lease vary from state to state and reference shall be
made to the Stamp Duty Act of the concerned state. A notarised agreement can only be treated as a valid proof of address in some cases like, getting a new phone connection or a wifi connection etc. However, for any act involving the Government like, passport application or renewal of passport, claiming HRA deductions etc., a registered rental
agreement is required. A corrigendum dated 19th June, 2015 released by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India stated that a rental agreement that has been duly registered as per the provisions of Section 17 of the Registration Act, 1908 and executed by the landlord in favour of the tenant, may only be accepted as a valid document for
address proof while applying for passport. Registration though more expensive than notarisation, is also a safer way of safeguarding your interests. Let’s Create A Rental Agreement Now, that you have all your doubts regarding notarisation and registration of rental agreements answered, why don’t you try creating a rental agreement with LegalDesk.
All you need to have is a good internet connection and few important details of both the parties to the agreement, and you are all set to draft your rental agreement in a matter of minutes. Once, you have created the document, leave the task of getting it printed on a stamp paper of requisite value and delivering to us. We will take care of all that and
more. Legaldesk.com has a variety of pre-drafted legally valid documents including rental agreements. And by any chance if you happen to have a pre-drafted rental agreement, you can make use of our Print ‘n’ Deliver facility, where you can upload the document of your choice and have us do the rest of the task for you. So, surely give a shot to our
rental agreement and all our user-friendly, ready to use templates of legal documents and deeds. Does a lease need to be notarized? If you're ready to rent a place and sign a lease agreement, the last step would be notarizing it if it’s required. We’ll answer your question and help you out with notarizing any document the easy way—online. Do I Have
To Get a Lease Notarized? Typically, there is no need to notarize a lease agreement as long as both parties—the landlord and the tenant—sign it. Whether you need to notarize a lease depends on the lease period and the state you live in. In certain states, such as Ohio, lease agreements for periods longer than three years have to be notarized. In
Washington State, notarization is required for four-year and longer leases. If your agreement includes extensions, it can get confusing as to whether you have to notarize it or not. In this case, it’s best to consult a lawyer or notarize your lease to be on the safe side. There are states where notarized leases are not required, but landlords have to sign
the lease in the presence of two witnesses if it is longer than a year. What Notary Can I Choose? Regardless of whether you choose to or you're required to notarize your lease agreement, you can decide among a few types of notaries: Types of Notaries Description Regular notariesThey are notaries who work in an office. You usually need to make an
appointment with them and visit their place of work, bringing your document and your ID with youOnline notariesOnline notaries can perform notarization via a video call. You need to upload your document using a designated platform and get it notarized in digital form. This means that both the signer’s and the notary’s signature, as well as the seal,
is electronicMobile notariesMobile notaries are allowed to visit you and notarize your document wherever you agree on. They usually charge extra for their travel expensesElectronic notariesElectronic notaries notarize electronic documents in person. You need to visit them, but your document will be in digital form How Much Do Notary Services
Cost? Notary costs vary considerably across the U.S. The fee can be calculated per document or per signature. The price can also depend on the notary service—you may need to pay additional fees if you choose a mobile notary. Another factor that comes into play is the type of notarial act. Jurats and acknowledgments may be cheaper than notarized
copies. With everything taken into account, notarization can set you back between $5 and $25 on average. Fast-Track Notarizing Your Lease With DoNotPay Whether you want to notarize your lease agreement or another contract, we’ve got it covered! When you opt for DoNotPay, you're choosing the fastest and smoothest route to a notarized
document. Our app takes remote online notarization one step further in terms of its convenience. We will find a notary for you and set up your appointment—all in a few clicks. Here’s how it works: Select the Notarize Any Document product Upload your lease or whichever document you wish to notarize Type in your email address Click on the link we
email you After completing these easy-breezy steps, you’ll choose when to have your online notary appointment and show up virtually with your ID. DoNotPay Can Draw Up a Lease Agreement Within Minutes to get access to all our products, not only notarizing documents. In case you haven’t written your lease agreement yet or you need a new one,
our app can generate it for you! All you have to do is: Type in Lease Agreement in the search bar Answer a few of our chatbot’s questions to personalize it With our help, your agreement will be ready for signing and notarizing in no time! All Your Notary Questions Answered If you have any more doubts or questions regarding notarization, we're here
to help. Our learning center is constantly growing. You can browse it and find the articles that will answer your query or assist you in understanding how something works. Check the table below with some of the helpful articles at your disposal: Use Our Al Consumer Champion To Eliminate Pesky Tasks Administrative tasks are often time-consuming,
which is why many people give up on them before even trying to tackle them. Requesting refunds, canceling services, signing up for clinical trials, reporting stalkers and robocalls, and trying to find unclaimed money are all processes that would usually take a long time to resolve. With the help of DoNotPay, though, all of these admin hurdles become
a piece of cake. In just a few minutes, our app can assist you in appealing parking tickets, getting in touch with your imprisoned loved one, getting an extended warranty, reporting copyright infringement, and so much more! Don’t Break the Bank—Sign Up for DoNotPay! Our app can save you lots of money by helping you get a refund from any airline,
sign up for a free trial without your credit card info, earn off persistent and illegal spam emails, and get an application fee waiver for a college you apply to. With DoNotPay, you can even schedule a DMV appointment or jump the phone queue when getting in touch with a customer service representative without breaking a sweat! Share — copy and
redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and
indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or
technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for
your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. If you're renting for the first time, it's a good idea to make sure your lease agreement is above board and legal. That way, you're protected if something goes wrong. Notarizing a lease means taking it to an official, called a notary
public, who verifies your identity, witnesses your signature and marks the lease with a seal. It proves that the landlord and the tenant are who they say they are and neither is being coerced into signing the lease. Whether you need to notarize a lease depends on how long it is — that's the number of months you're renting for, not the number of pages.
Do All Lease Agreements Need to Notarized? Image Credit: scyther5/iStock/Gettylmages While each jurisdiction has its own rules, generally, you don't have to notarize a short-term lease. "Short-term" in this context usually means a lease of one year or less, including lease agreements with no fixed end date that run from month to month. These types
of leases are just temporary contracts. Unless your state requires that all contracts are notarized, you don't have to do anything more than sign the agreement. In Washington state, it's a legal requirement that you notarize leases with a term of more than one year. In Ohio, however, you notarize leases that are longer than three years. Other states
have similar rules. The reason behind this requirement is that a longer-term lease is no longer simply a contract, but the transfer of an interest in land. The rules can get a bit hazy in some situations, and when figuring out the length of your lease, you'll need to look at the longest possible term. So, if it's a lease for two years with one-year optional
extensions that could take the lease beyond three years, then that would have to be notarized in Ohio (and other places too). If in doubt, err on the side of caution and get the lease notarized. It only costs a few dollars and makes sure the lease agreement stands up in court. Even if there's no notarizing requirement, your state might have specific rules
for signing the lease. In Florida, for example, the landlord must sign in the presence of two witnesses when the lease is for longer than a year. There's no requirement for the tenant's signature to be witnessed because he's not the one who's transferring an interest in land. Where the agreement is not signed properly, the court could decide that it's a
defective lease. Depending on the situation, the court might ignore the lease period and imply that you have a tenancy based on the payment schedule. So, if you pay rent monthly, you would have a month-to-month lease. In some states, you might have to record the lease after it has been notarized. This generally applies to longer-term leases that are
deemed to transfer an interest in land. In Washington state, for example, you have to record a lease agreement exceeding two years in the recorder's office for the county where the property is located. Call the county recorder's office and ask about the rules in your area. If you're a landlord or tenant puzzled by the details of lease agreements and
curious about the role of notarization, you've come to the right place. The legalities of renting can seem daunting, but they are essential for ensuring a smooth relationship between a landlord, property owners, and renters.This guide provides a straightforward overview of lease agreements, highlighting their importance as legally binding documents,
whether verbal or written. We'll also delve into notarization—a step that authenticates your lease agreement further, enhancing its security and the mutual trust between landlords and tenants.Dive into the fundamentals of lease agreements and the notarization process with us. With this knowledge, you can confidently approach the legal aspects of
renting, making well-informed decisions that safeguard your rights.Understanding notarized lease agreementsA lease agreement, or rental contract, establishes a legally binding relationship between a property owner, tenant, and renter, detailing the terms and conditions of the rental arrangement. While it's more common to encounter written lease
agreements, verbal contracts can also hold legal weight under specific circumstances.These agreements safeguard all parties involved, minimizing potential legal disputes by clearly outlining rights and responsibilities. Before finalization, leases can be adjusted to address any changes, clarify points of confusion and legal requirements, and ensure
both landlord and tenant are on the same page.But what does notarization mean in relation to lease agreements? Notarization involves a notary public officially confirming the signatures on the document. This step goes beyond merely applying a stamp or seal; it certifies the authenticity of the lease agreement itself.For landlords and tenants alike,
notarization adds a layer of trust, security deposit, and legal validity to the document, enhancing the security of the contractual relationship.The legal implications of notarizing lease agreementsNotarizing a lease agreement goes beyond the mere formalities. It carries legal implications, with varying requirements based on state laws, lease terms and
duration, legal description, and property type.We will explore the specifics of requirements based on the state, duration of the lease period, the lease term, and the legal requirement for non-residential lease notarization.State-specific requirements for notarized lease agreementsNotarization requirements for lease agreements span a wide spectrum
across different U.S. states and territories. Take Washington State, for instance. According to Washington State Law under RCW 59.18.210 and RCW 59.18.010, if a lease is for a term of more than one year, it must be notarized. Leases exceeding two years need to be recorded in the county recorder’s office where the property is located.The role of
signature witnesses during the document recording also depends on the specific state law. Ohio, similar to Washington State, also bases its notarization requirements for lease agreements on the duration of the lease.The variation in state-specific requirements underscores the importance of being well-informed about local laws.Non-residential leases
and notarizationGenerally, non-residential leases do not require notarization. However, in Washington State, residential and commercial leases exceeding two years must be recorded in addition to the contract being notarized, as they are considered a transfer of real property interest. Similarly, Ohio mandates notarization for residential and
commercial leases exceeding a three-year term.Despite the lack of a general mandate, notarizing commercial leases can offer added protection in case of disputes or ambiguities concerning the lease agreement. This practice ensures that the landlord and tenant are on the same page, literally and figuratively, mitigating potential legal
complications.When is it advisable to have your lease notarized?As discussed, although not always legally recognized and required, notarization provides several advantages:It vouches for the authenticity of the lease agreementIt confirms the identity of the involved partiesNotarized leases add an enforceability layer, making it easier to prove the
validity of the lease terms in the event of a dispute.Notarizing a lease can provide the tenant with several benefits, including:Ensuring indisputable recognition of the amounts paid by the tenant, preventing issues regarding payment termsAccounting for all legal guarantees within the lease, reducing the chance of overlooking essential
obligationsEquating the tenant’s payment obligations to a court decision, allowing for swift recourse in instances of non-paymentThough notarization may be unnecessary in certain situations and is typically contingent on state laws and the specific circumstances of the lease or tenancy agreement, it is advisable as it provides a significant level of
authenticity, enforceability, and protection for both landlords and tenants.Can I notarize a lease agreement myself?As a landlord or property manager, you cannot notarize a lease agreement—or any document—if you are a party to the document. Notarizing your own documents would be a conflict of interest and is not legally permissible. To have a
lease agreement notarized, you would need to find an independent notary public who does not have a stake in the agreement.The notarization processFinding a Notary Public is your first step. You can use online resources like FindaNotary.com, Notary Public databases, or directories.Alternatively, you can find notary services at banks, libraries, and
photocopy shops during regular business hours. Retail locations such as AAA, UPS Stores, law firms, real estate offices, tax preparer offices, and auto-tag and license service centers often have on-site notaries. It’s advised to call these locations in advance to ensure a notary is available.Upon locating a notary, you can proceed to the actual
notarization. This requires the signer's personal appearance, which can be in person or through remote online notarization. Before notarization, check the lease agreement for any blank spaces and confirm the type of notarization required by the notarization of a lease document’s certificate wording.The notary must carefully identify the signer using
personal knowledge, acceptable identity documents, or credible identifying witnesses as part of the notarization procedure.The notarization details must be recorded in the Notary’s journal, as this could be essential if the document or the notarization is challenged in the future. The final step includes completing the notarial certificate and ensuring
all details, venue, notary signature, and notary seal are correctly placed and legible.Remote online notarizationRemote Online Notarization (RON), a modern solution, facilitates lease agreement notarization via electronic signatures and real-time identity verification on digital platforms. RON simplifies the notarization process, allowing for rapid and
efficient document execution and cost savings by minimizing the need for physical documents and storage.RON is a blessing for landlords managing properties in various locations and for tenants relocating, as it offers the convenience of remote management. Moreover, RON technologies contribute to environmental conservation by reducing paper
use and incorporating digital audit trails for increased security and evidence of transactions.With an established fee structure, RON services are widely available across most U.S. states, promoting accessibility while providing secure platforms that incorporate fraud prevention mechanisms.Costs and considerations for notarizing a leasePotential costs
should be factored in while contemplating lease notarization. Notary public fees paid for notarizing documents like leases vary by state, with maximum fee schedules set by state regulations.Additional costs may include travel fees if the notarization is performed off-site, and any lease or contract amendments will require a new notarization, which can
add additional fees to the time and total expense.However, there are ways to offset these costs. Cost-saving options for notarization can include using services provided by banks or credit unions, which sometimes offer discounted or complimentary notarizations for their account holders.Weighing these costs and considerations can help you make a
more informed decision about notarizing your lease.The role of witnesses in lease notarizationIn lease notarization, witnesses hold a significant role. They observe the signing of the document with two witnesses and must be over 18, of sound mind, and have no interest in the lease to avoid conflicts of interest. Their presence ensures that signing
parties act willingly and without coercion while providing assurance about the authenticity and validity of signatures should they be disputed.Notaries generally should not act as witnesses to maintain impartiality; however, in certain states, they may become signature witnesses for real property transactions. The signer is responsible for providing
the witness, while the notary must record witness signatures as necessary.Signature witnesses are not required to be identified, nor are their own signatures notarized. Notaries should note the signature witness’s name in their journal for record-keeping and as a best practice, although notarization is unnecessary for that witness.Electronic
signatures and digital leasing agreementsElectronic signatures and digital leasing agreements, such as those offered by Azibo, have changed how rental contracts can be handled. They offer:Cost savings by reducing paper, ink, and transportation expensesA more professional and current image for landlords, which can attract tenants and improve
occupancy ratesSafe document storage and organization, enhanced by encryption and secure cloud storage facilitiesCreating an electronic signature for a lease involves the following steps:Selecting a serviceUploading the documentDesignating signature areasSpecifying signatoriesSending it to be signedSigning processes can be automated by
integrating data sources and management systems, improving accuracy and efficiency.Electronic signatures enable signers to execute leases and temporary contracts from various locations, adding significant flexibility for all parties involved.Notarized lease agreement-Your questions, answeredLease agreements are vital to rental legality, and
notarization is crucial in validating these agreements. Notarization requirements vary by state lease duration and even the type of property leased. While not always legally required, notarizing leases is advisable for added authenticity, enforceability, and protection.Modern solutions like Remote Online Notarization simplify the process, while digital
leasing agreements and electronic signatures, such as those offered through Azibo, streamline transactions.With the role of witnesses and notaries in preventing fraud and the insights from legal professionals, it’s clear that notarizing lease agreements is a prudent step towards a more secure rental process.Does a lease have to be notarized FAQsDo
leases in NY need to be notarized?No, lease agreements do not need to be notarized in New York. As leases are considered similar to standard contracts valid in the state, notarization is not required.Does a lease have to be notarized in Texas?No, lease agreements do not notarize a lease need to be notarized in Texas. They only need to be signed by
the tenant and landlord.Does a rental agreement need to be notarized in California?No, in California law, rental agreements do not need to be notarized. It is only notarized is required by state law as long as the criteria for a valid and legally binding lease are met.Disclaimer: This article provides general information regarding the notarization of lease
agreements and the use of digital leasing agreements and electronic signatures. The necessity and process of notarizing lease agreements can vary significantly by jurisdiction and may depend on specific circumstances. Therefore, it is essential to consult with a legal professional to understand the requirements and implications of notarization in your
area. Rental agreements are the focal point of a rental transaction. It is a contract which lays down the basic guidelines expected to be followed by both parties. Since the law will consider the rental agreement as a primary evidence, should there be a dispute between the parties involved, it is vital that you draft the agreement well and follow proper
protocol to make it legally valid. Before we get into that, have a look at what a rental agreement should contain. Is notarization required? In India, it is not mandatory to notarize a rental agreement. As long as it is printed on Stamp paper and is signed by both parties and by two witnesses, it is considered binding. However, if you wish to notarize it,
you may do so. The job of the notary is to verify everything in the document and attest the document once everything is found to be genuine about the document as well as the deponent. A Notary public is someone appointed by the State/ Central Govt. and his/her primary duty is to deter frauds and forgeries by overseeing/witnessing document
signing and authenticity verification. Apart from this Notary Public also performs duties such as oath administration, affidavit signing, record maintenance and performing marriage ceremonies. On the other hand, registration is compulsory in most States, if the term of the lease is anything more than 11 months. Under 11 months, both registration
and notarization can be overlooked. However, if you still wish to get your deed notarized, here’s the procedure for it. It is fairly simple, so it should take you very little time. Visit a court/ Sub-Registrar office Approach a Notary Public Present your documents and explain the need to them Get the deed notarized What should be included in a rental
agreement? An ideal rental agreement should include the following details- Name, address, contact details of the tenant and the landlord Address of the property up for rent Value of security deposit, monthly rent and maintenance charges (if any) Yearly increment in above said values should the parties choose to renew the contract Penalty for late
payment, non payment of rent or illegal/disruptive behavior Term of contract Lock in period (if any) Permission to house pets or particular food habits expected from the tenant Grounds for contract termination These are just the basic things expected in a rental agreement. However, if the parties involved have more clauses, they are free to add
clauses of their choice as long as both parties consent to it. What should be done after the agreement is drafted? As soon as you draft your rental agreement, make sure that it is reviewed by both parties. After this, proceed to register your document. Do not confuse registration with notarization as both are two different actions. Notarization generally
refers to verification and giving a seal of authenticity to a document. This is performed by a Notary who is appointed under the Notaries Act. Registration on the other hand in registering the document with a local Sub-Registrar office. The procedures for both are governed by different Acts and can therefore be considered as two entirely different
procedures. Easy Rental Agreements Most tenants complain that these days half the job in a rental transaction is to get someone to draft a solid rental agreement that covers all contingencies. As a badly drafted rental agreement can destroy your peace if something goes wrong, many prefer to approach lawyers to do the job. This is, needless to say,
time consuming. Which is why LegalDesk presents you a better option. Our team specializes in producing pre-drafted, lawyer verified, ready to use rental agreement templates. Our deeds are legally perfect and they can be customized in a matter of minutes. Plus, you get to do it from the comforts of your home. We can even print it on Stamp Paper of
recommended value and deliver it to an address of your choice! Isn’t that great? To make your rental agreement online, start here.



