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Listen to the author, Jessica Rundell, reading this blog post. Towards the end of each year, the Cambridge Dictionary team gets together to pore over search data and decide which word deserves the title of Word of the Year, and 2024 is no different. This year, that word is manifest! How do we choose our Word of the Year? When we choose the
Cambridge Dictionary Word of the Year, we have three considerations: user data, zeitgeist, and language. Which word was looked up most, or spiked? Which one really captures what was happening in that year? And what is interesting about this word from a language point of view? Manifest met all three requirements: User data Manifest was one
of the words on our top searches list, with 130,000 page views this year. We believe the searches were mainly driven by people looking up the sense that we added to the Cambridge Dictionary in May 2023: to use methods such as visualization and affirmation to help you imagine achieving something you want, in the belief that doing so will make it
more likely to happen Zeitgeist The practice of manifesting became popular during the pandemic, when a host of manifesting influencers popped up on social media, giving tips on how to manifest money, career success, or more generally, abundance. But it really entered the mainstream this year, with Olympians, Paralympians, singers, and other
influential people all attributing their success to manifestation. Language We noticed a change in the words used with manifest and how they shifted from negative to positive. Previously, we mainly noticed collocations like symptom, disease, and stress: The illness first manifested itself in severe stomach pains. In teenagers, depression often
manifests itself as anger. More recently though, it began to be used with words like goal, success, and dream. In addition, we found that it was no longer just things manifesting themselves. People began to manifest the things they wanted: Use these simple steps to manifest your dream job. The swimmer says she manifested her first gold medal at
the Paralympics. Click here to find out more about the 600-year history of the word manifest and how it’s being used now! Ten years of Word of the Year Manifest is our 10th Word of the Year. This decade has been quite a rollercoaster, and the words we’ve chosen have captured that. There has been concern about politics and technological
advances, and, of course, a global pandemic. On the upside, we’ve seen determination and positive spirit, an increased awareness of environmental issues, and an addictive word game that got everyone talking! Here’s a look back at our previous winners: 2023: hallucinate 2022: homer 2021: perseverance 2020: quarantine 2019: upcycling 2018:
nomophobia 2017: populism 2016: paranoid 2015: austerity It’s always fascinating to see what people are looking up, and to speculate on why these spikes or overall rises in lookups occur. One reason we may see an overall rise in searches is that people see an existing word used in a new way and they want to understand what it means. Usually,
we stay ahead of the trend and add these new meanings before people start looking for them. However, quarantine took us by surprise. It was only when we had chosen it as Word of the Year 2020 that we realized a new meaning had emerged during that year. It used to be used only for specific periods where people or animals had to be kept away
from others, for example after travel, or due to an infectious disease: Owners risk having to leave their pets abroad or put them in quarantine if they fail to follow the rules. However, during the pandemic, especially in the US, people started to use quarantine to mean lockdown: I've been doing a lot of baking during quarantine. Some years we see
spikes in searches for a particular word. These spikes can occur over a week, or just one day. Sometimes the reason for a spike is immediately clear: In 2021, the spike in searches for perseverance in mid-February could clearly be linked to the landing of the Perseverance rover on Mars. But when, in 2022, we noticed that over 65,000 people had
searched for the word homer in one single day in May, we were perplexed. It was only when we found spikes for a number of other five-letter words that we knew the answer had to be Wordle. In 2023, hallucinate saw an overall rise in searches thanks to a new meaning added earlier that year related to Al, the hot topic of the moment. We added a
new meaning to another word in 2023 after seeing its usage shift from social media into mainstream news. And that word is the Cambridge Dictionary Word of the Year for 2024 - manifest! What do you think about our decade of Words of the Year? Would you have chosen different words? Wiktionary’s Word of the Day features interesting words,
terms, and phrases on the Main Page. For Words of the Day in languages other than English, see Foreign Word of the Day. At present, Sgconlaw (talk ¢ contribs) is in charge of the process, setting dates for the words, and sprinkling the future WOTDs with magic. You can subscribe to syndication feeds for Word of the Day through RSS or Atom. To
have the current Word of the Day delivered fresh to your electronic mailbox daily, subscribe to the Wikimedia Daily Article Mailing List. Among other things, you’ll also receive the Quote of the Day from Wikiquote and the Featured Article of the Day from Wikipedia. You can nominate a term as a future Word of the Day at: Wiktionary:Word of the
day/Nominations. You can also check out the terms that are already in the queue to be a Word of the Day in May and June: See Category:Word of the day archive. See Wiktionary:Word of the day/FAQ. The first ever Word of the Day was dog, added 14 December 2002, two days after the founding of Wiktionary. Although there were several early
attempts to begin a Word of the Day on Wiktionary, the first official WOTD was posted on 10 January 2006 by Iamnotanorange. Considerable opposition to the WOTD was raised, as it was felt that one full year’s supply of terms should be prepared before it appeared on the Main Page. That took over a year to happen. In 2007, the RSS feed was
created, then an alternate feed (no longer operational) was later added. In July and August 2007, the WOTD was added to the Wikimedia Daily Article Mailing List. Also in early 2007, the entries started being marked with {{was wotd}} to prevent duplicates, and an alphabetic index (which has since failed RFD) was added. No voting process currently
exists for deciding the terms that get featured as WOTD. The volunteers managing it use a set of criteria to ensure adequate variety for any given month’s batch of WOTDs. For details, please see “Wiktionary:Word of the day/Nominations”. Before entries finally make it into the spotlight, they are vetted and tidied up to ensure they are properly
formatted and referenced, have suitable quotations, and so on. Only then will they be awesome enough to show to the world! Warning: Default sort key "Word Of The Day" overrides earlier default sort key "WORD OF THE DAY".



